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ABSTRACT 

Rate of retention in grade is a measure of the number 
of students who repeat the grade they were in the year before. This 
report of retention rates is produced annually for the Austin (Texas) 
Independent School District, but contains information produced after 
the beginning of the school year and data produced at the end of the 
school year (potential retainers). The retention rate in the district 
for all grades in 1992-93 was 3.6. This rate has declined about 
one~half of 1 percent each year for the last 4 ye&rs. While the 
retention rate for elementary schools and middle schools has been 
declining for about 6 years, the retention rate for high schools this 
year broke a 4-year pattern of increase; this year's decline brought 
the rate back to that of 1989-90. Because the retention of students 
is not considered consistent with the district's goals for all 
students, alternatives to retention are recommended. Eight figures 
(largely graphs) and 21 charts illustrate current and past retention 
rates. (SLD) 
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Program Description 



Rate of retention in grade is a measure of 
the number of students who repeat the 
grade they were in the yeai' before. This 
report of retention rates is produced once 
a year but contains information produced 
after the beginning of the school year 
(actual retainees) and data {Hoduccd at 
the end of the school year (potential 
retainees). Analyses of data for the most 
recent year as well as longitudinal data 
are given. 

Included in this report are: 

• Graphs and tables describing 
the most recent results. 

• Historical retention charts by 
grade and year. 



Major Findings 



The retention rate for all grades 
(K-12) in 1992-93 was 3.6. The 
retention rate has declined about 
one half of one percent, on the 
average for the District, each year 
for the last four years (Page 4) 

The retention rate for first grade 
washalf of last year's. The 
retention rate for grades 7 (3.4%), 
9(20.9%), 10 ^.5%), and 11 
(6.8%) remains among the 
highest; still, a marked improve- 
ment was observed over last 
year's rate (Page 5). 

Continuing a pattern observed for 
the last six years, retention rates 
for elementary and middle 
schools keq) declining (Page 3). 

Retention rates for high schools 
in this year broke a four-year 
pattern of increase. With this 
year's decline (a rate of 1 1.8%), 
the retention rate was brought 
back to the level observed in 
1989-90 (Page 4). 

The overall retention rates for the 
beginning of year (1991-93) 
were: 



Budget Implications 



Mandate: 

School Board Policy mandates the 
collection of retention infonnation. 

Funding Amount: 

The amount required to educate a student 
for one year multiplied by the number of 
students retained. 

Funding Source: 

Local, State, and Federal. 

Implications: 

The retention of students is not consis- 
tent with the strategic objective that 
"every student will function at his/her 
optimal level of achievement and will 
progress successfully through the 
system." Alternatives to retention are 
reconunended. 



0.5 Elementary (K-5) 
2.6 Middle School 
11.8 High School 
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Introduction 



Underlined terms used in this introduction are deflned in the Appendix at 
the end of this report. 



This report of retention rates is produced at the end of each school year. The 
information it contains is gathered after the beginning of the school year to reflect 
counts of actual retainees from the previous year. This report, also includes 
information about potential retainees. students who: 

a) have been recommended to be retained the following year (elementary school) 

b) are below a given average of performance (middle school) 

c) failed to earn enough credits to be advanced (high school) 

For a complete definition of these three groups, see the Appendix at the end of 
this report. 

This report is divided into two sections: 

Summary of Results* This section summarizes the results for M\e most recent 
years (Figures 1-8). The retention rates (percentages) in these figures are based 
upon the average daily membership (ADM) for the 1992-93 school year. 

Historical Retention Charts. Each chart lists information about a grade or about 
a grade range (e.g.. Chart K-5.) A detailed description of these tables can be found 
in page 10. 
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Overview 



The retention rates for elementary and middle schools have declined steadily 
since 1987-88 (see Figurel and Figure 2). While the rates for high schools had 
climbed steadily from 1988-89 through 1991-92 with this year's decline, the 
retention rate for high schools was brought back to the level observed in 1989-90 
(see Figure 3). 

As a whole, the District has shown a steady decline in the retention rates of about 
one-half of one percent since 1989-90 (see Figure 4) and, except for 1989-90, the 
District retention rate has declined steadily since 1986-87. 

A change in attitude of teachers toward retention has accompanied the general 
decline in retention rates. Teachers have become increasingly less inclined 
towards the option to retain a student. In 1987-88, 11% of the teachers disagieed 
with the statement, "[RJetention of students with serious achievement problems 
is beneficial." The percentage of teachers disagreeing with this statement 
increased steadily until 1991-92, the last year this question was asked, when the 
percentage of teachers disagreeing with the statement reached 22%. 

Research done by ORE and others has indicated that being overage for j^-ade (or 
retained) contributes highly to the risk of dropping out of school. Retention rates 
for the District rose to an all-time high in 1986-87 (7.2% for grades K-12), 
probably as a result of the implementation of State Board of Education rules based 
upon House Bill 72. Since that time, alternative programs and changes in teacher 
and administrator attitudes have worked to reduce retention rates in AISD to the 
current rate of 3.6%. For a more detailed analysis of historical trend, see ORE 
Publication No. 89.13, "1989-90 Retention Report." Finally, it can be seen that 
students in the nineth grade have more trouble than others in staying on grade 
level. For more information concerning the transition to high school for nineth 
graders, see ORE publication 90.26, "Caution: Hazardous Grade." 
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Summary of Results 



Six- Year Comparisons 

Beginning-of-year retention rates 



Figure 1 
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Retention rates for elementary and middle schools have 
generally declined over the past six years. 
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Figure 3 
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Even though retention rates at the high school level 
were on the rise for the previous four years, this year 
they declined back to the level observed in 1989-90. 



Figure 4 
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The retention rate for all grades (K-12) was 3.6 for this 
year. The retention rate has declined about one half of 
one percent each year for the last four years. 
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1992-93 Results by Grade 

Beginning-of-year retention rates 




Hie rate of retention for first grade was half of last year's. 
Even though the rate of retention for grades 7, 9, 10, and 1 1 
remains among the highest, there was a marked improve- 
ment compared to last year's rate (see Figure 7). 
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Figure 6 



1992-93 Results by Grade Range 

Beginning-of-year retention rates 
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The retention rate for high school remains the highest, 
above other grade levels and the District average. Still, 
marked improvement can be observed from last year's rates 
(see Figure 7). 
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Change From Last Year 



Actual retainees 
1991-92 to 1992-93 



Figure 7 



Grade 


Change from 
last year 


Amount of 
Change 


K 


No Change 


! 


1 


Down by... 


1.5 


2 


Down by... 


0.2 


3 


Down by... 


0.1 


4 


Up by... 


0.1 


5 


Up by... 


0.1 


6 


Down by... 


0.2 


7 


Down by... 


0.1 


8 


Up by... 


0.2 


9 


Down by... 


1.6 


10 


Down by... 


2.3 


11 


Down by.... 


1.2 


12 


Up by... 


0.7 
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Potential Retainees 

End-of-year 1992-93 




Ways in which students are identified as potential retainees; at elementary, at middle 

school and at high school. 

At the elementary level, students are recommended for retention by teachers in an identification process that 
ends in May. 

At the middle school level, students must have an overall average of at least 70 and pass three of four major 
subjects (science, mathematics, English, and social studies) in order to be promoted to the next grade level. Or, 
if the student is below the 40th percentile of the norm reference test administered (NAPT), then the student must 
take a reading course and must pass four of five major courses (reading, science, mathematics, English, and 
social smdies). 

At the high school level, smdents must earn tlie number of credits required to advance to the next grade level. A 
smdent must earn 5 credits to advance to the tenth grade, 10 credits to advance to the eleventh grade, and 15 
credits to advance to the twelfth grade. 
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Historical Retention Charts 
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Appendix 



Definitions of terms used in charts 



Actual Retainees 



Average Daily Membership 
(ADM) 



Elementary or middle school students who are repeat- 
ing a grade level, or high school students who did not 
earn enough credits to advance a grade level. This 
number is determined by comparing the student master 
file for the end of a school year with the updated 
student master file after the beginning of the next 
school year. (See also Potential Retainees.) 

An average over the school year of the number of 
students enrolled in theDistrict. 



End-Of-Year Membership 

(EOYM) 



The number of students officially enrolled at the end of 
a school year. 



Fall Reenrollment 



Potential Retainees (PR) 



The number of students who returned to the District 
from the previous school year. The number of students 
that were on the student master file at the end of the 
school year and were also enrolled after the beginning 
of the next school year. 

A list of potential retainees is generated at the end of 
each school year. These students are retainees pending 
summer school, withdrawal, and other circumstances. 
At the elementary level, students are recommended for 
retention by teachers in an identification process that 
ends in May. 

At the middle school level, students must have an 
overall average of at least 70 and pass three of four 
major subjects (science, mathematics, English, and 
social studies) in order to be promoted to the next 
grade level. Or, if the student is below the 40lh percen- 
tile of the nomj reference test administered (NAPT), 
then the student must take a reading course and must 
pass four of five major courses (reading, science, 
mathematics, English, and social studies). 
At the high school level, students must earn the num- 
ber of credits required to advance to the next grade 
level. A student must earn 5 credits to advance to the 
tenth grade, 10 credits to advance to the eleventh grade, 
and 15 credits to advance to the twelfth grade. 
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History of retention data collection 



Results for the years 1980-81 through 1987-88 were taken from ORE publication No. 
89.13 " 1989-90 Retention Repon." Results for 1988-89 were produced by the computer 
program SASRETEN (ORSLEP library). Results for 1989-90 and beyond are produced 
by a revision of SASRETEN named VP$RET4 and VP$RET5 (ORSSAS library). In 
1993, the last two programs were renamed MS$RET4 and MS$RET5. 

Before 1990, only results for composite grade levels 7-8, 9-12, and K-12 were 
recorded. Percentages for those years were based upon the average daily membership. 

After 1990, the retention reporting process was expanded to include statistics that were 
not previously reponed such as percent of end-of-year membership (% EOYM) and 
percent of fall reenrollment. Also, numbers for each individual level and for various 
composite grade levels are reponed. 

The student master files used in this repon were designated complete and updated at four 
different times during the year. These files were also archived so that any desired post 
hoc analysis would be possible. 
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